
AGENDA 
 
 

 

COLLOQUIUM 
 on Pesticides Policy Framework  
 

 

 
 

 

Date: 21–22 August 2025 

Time: 08:00–16:30 

Venue: Arc-Infruitec, Stellenbosch, South Africa 

 
 

 
 



 for Colloquium on Pesticides Policy Framework   

 Day 1: 22 AUGUST 2025  

PROGRAMME DIRECTOR: Mr Mooketsa Ramasodi 
  Director-General: Department of Agriculture 

 

Time Item Responsibility 

08:00–08:30 Arrival and tea All 

08:30–09:00 Registration All 

Opening 

09:00–09:05 Opening remarks MR DIPEPENENENG SERAGE 

Deputy Director-General: 

Agricultural Production, 

Biosecurity and Natural 

Resources Management 

09:05–09:15 Welcoming remarks DR MOGALE SEBOPETSA 

Head of Department: 

Western Cape Department of 

Agriculture 

09:15–09:30 Purpose of the 

colloquium 

MR MALUTA MUDZUNGA 

Chief Director: Inspection and 

Quarantine Services 

09:30–09:40 Remarks DR MOETAPELE LETSHWENYO 

World Organisation for Animal 

Health 

09:40–09:55 Remarks MR LOT MLATI 

Food and Agriculture 

Organization 

09:55–10:10 Keynote address MR MOOKETSA RAMASODI 

Director-General: Department of 

Agriculture 

10:10–10:30 Media briefing PRINCE MTSWENI 

Department of Agriculture 

10:30–10:50 Tea/coffee break 



 for Colloquium on Pesticides Policy Framework   

Time Item Responsibility 

Gaps in the Pesticides Management Policy of South Africa (2010): 

Stakeholders’ perspectives 

10:50–11:10 Addressing the impact 

of pesticides policy on 

human rights 

COMMISSIONER PHILILE NTULI 

South African Human Rights 

Commission 

11:10–11:30 Testimony: Impact of 

pesticide poisoning on 

farms 

DR COLLETE SOLOMON 

Women on Farms Project 

11:30–12:45 The health impacts of 

acute pesticide 

exposure in South Africa: 

what do we know?  

DR CINDY STEPHEN 

Poison Information Centre 

11:45–12:45 Analysing the current 

policy, legislation and 

the DoA operational 

model in regulating 

pesticides 

PROF. LESLIE LONDON 

University of Cape Town 

PROF. ANDREA ROTHER 

University of Cape Town 

MS DEBBIE MUIR  

Department of Forestry, Fisheries 

and the Environment 

MS ANNA SHAVEL 

UnPoison South Africa 

12:45–13:00 Questions and answers All 

13:00–14:00 Lunch 

Industry and growers’ perspective: Policy framework 

14:00–14:20 The role of CropLife 

South Africa in 

sustainable agriculture 

MR RODNEY BELL 

CropLife South Africa 

14:20–14:40 Importance of 

agriculture in the South 

African economy: The 

role of agricultural crop 

protection tools 

MR CORNÉ LOUW 

Grain SA 
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14:40–15:00 Integrating biological 

control into South 

African agriculture 

MS DEBBIE MATTEUCCI 

South African Bioproduct 

Organisation 

Panel discussions: Policy to address the problem 

Facilitator: PROF. LISE KORSTEN 

University of Pretoria 

15:00–15:30 Panel 1: 

a. Policy framing 

b. Precautionary 

principle 

c. Hazard-based bans 

d. Public participation 

mechanisms 

e. Vulnerable group 

protections 

f. Intergovernmental 

coordination 

g. Transparency and 

public involvement 

h. Review 

mechanisms and 

sunset clauses 

i. Data 

confidentiality  

 

Panellists: 

PROF. LESLIE LONDON 

University of Cape Town 

MS ANNA SHAVEL 

UnPoison South Africa 

MS PENNY CAMPBELL 

Department of Health 

COMMISSIONER PHILILE NTULI 

South African Human Rights 

Commission 

DR COLETTE SOLOMONS Women 

on Farms Project 

MS MAMOGALA MUSEKENE 

Department of Forestry, Fisheries 

and the Environment 

MR RODNEY BELL 

CropLife South Africa 

15:30–15:40 Questions and answers All 
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Time Item Responsibility 

15:40–16:10 Panel 2: Surveillance, 

compliance and 

enforcement 

a. Public awareness 

b. Surveillance and 

monitoring 

c. Extended producer 

responsibility 

d. Illegal street 

pesticide 

enforcement 

e. Legal 

accountability and 

product liability 

f. Certified training 

for vendors and 

applicators 

 

Panellists: 

MR GIFT MONCHO 

Department of Agriculture 

MS ELIZE LOURENS 

Department of Employment 

and Labour 

PROF. ANDREA ROTHER 

University of Cape Town 

MR RAMSOOK LOYKISOONLAL 

Department of Health 

MR ERNEST PHOKU 

Border Management Authority 

MS DEBBIE MUIR  

Department of Forestry, Fisheries 

and the Environment 

MR RODNEY BELL 

CropLife South Africa 

16:10–16:15 Questions and answers All 

16:15–16:30 Wrap up of Day 1 MR MOOKETSA RAMASODI 

Director-General – Department 

of Agriculture 

16:30 Tea, networking and 

departure 

All 
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 Day 2: 22 AUGUST 2025  

PROGRAMME DIRECTOR: Mr Mooketsa Ramasodi 
Director-General – Department of Agriculture  
 

Time Item Responsibility 

08:30–09:00 Arrival and tea All 

09:00–09:10 Opening of the session Programme Director 

MR MOOKETSA RAMASODI 

Director-General – Department 

of Agriculture 

09:10–09:25 Recap of Day 1 MR MOOKETSA RAMASODI 

Director-General – Department 

of Agriculture 

 Intergovernmental coordination 

09:25–09:45 Mandate of the 

Department of 

Employment and 

Labour on pesticides 

MS ELIZE LOURENS 

Department of Employment 

and Labour 

09:45–10:05 Global initiatives on 

the issues of pesticides 

and environmental 

management 

MS MAMOGALA MUSEKENE 

Department of Forestry, Fisheries 

and the Environment 

10:05–10:25 The Role of the 

Department of Health 

in Pesticides on Food 

MS PENNY CAMPBELL 

Department of Health 

10:25–10:45 Pesticide Management 

in the Health sector 

MR RAMSOOK LOYKISOONLAL 

Department of Health 

10:45–11:00 Tea/coffee break 
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Panel Discussions: Key elements to address legislative gaps 

Facilitator: PROF. ANDREA ROTHER 

University of Cape Town 

 

11:00–12:00 Panel 1: 

a. Administration 

b. Registrations 

c. Labelling  

d. Licensing, 

dealerships & 

distributions/agents 

and users  

e. Storage & transport 

f. Use  

g. Incident reporting  

 

Panellists: 

PROF. LESLIE LONDON 

University of Cape Town 

 

MS DEBBIE MATTEUCCI 

South African Bioproduct 

Organisation  

MR RAMSOOK LOYKISOONLAL 

Department of Health 

 

MR RODNEY BELL 

CropLife South Africa 

12:00–13:00 Open discussions ALL 

13:00–14:00 Lunch break 

14:00–15:30 Continuation of open 

discussions  

All 

 

15:30–15:50 Way forward and 

timelines: 

a. Drafting the policy 

statement 

Drafting the legislation 

MR DIPEPENENENG SERAGE 

Department of Agriculture 

15:50–16:00 Closing remarks and 

vote of thanks 

MR MOOKETSA RAMASODI 

Director-General: Department of 

Agriculture 

16:00–16:30 Tea and departure All 

 


